The Diamond, February 7, 2020 by Dordt University
Harrison Burns — Staff Writer 
Not even the bitter winds raging through 
Sioux Center could keep away the dozens 
of residents pouring into the local Iowa 
Democratic caucuses.  One of these voters 
was Hannah Adams, a junior at Dordt studying 
history and secondary education.  While many 
arrived at the caucus eager to vote, Adams, 
originally from Wisconsin, visibly beamed in 
anticipation.  She had more reason than most to 
be excited.  “I picked a college in Iowa just so I 
could caucus,” Adams said.
 Although Sioux Center is part of the 
consistently Republican Sioux County, the 
125 registered voters who participated nearly 
doubled the turnout from the same Democratic 
caucus in 2016.
 The All Seasons Center hosted the caucus, 
with the voting room overlooking the indoor 
pool from the front wall and a hockey practice 
from the back wall.  Rows of cold metal chairs 
lined the center of the room, enticing screaming 
children to sprint between them.
Immediately after the residents entered the 
voting area, a line of candidate organizers 
bombarded them with stickers and slogans.
 Jason Lief, a former Dordt professor, 
worked as one of the surrogate greeters at the 
entrance.  He placed an Amy Klobuchar sticker 
into a new arrivals hand.  “I know you want 




















Sydney Brummel — Staff Writer
On January 28, 2020, the Center for Public 
Justice (CPJ) announced the recipients of the 
annual Hatfield Prize. The prize is awarded to 
three student-faculty pairs from the Council for 
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU). 
Dordt student Katie Bogle and Dr. Abby 
Foreman, professor of social work, received 
one of the prizes.
The Hatfield prize is a research prize sponsored 
by the CPJ. Students in the CCCU are given the 
opportunity to submit a research proposal, and 
through the course of several phone interviews 
and rounds of finalists, the recipients are chosen 
and awarded the prize. Bogle and Foreman 
are the first pair from Dordt University to be 
awarded the Hatfield Prize. 
Bogle (Maple Grove, MN) is a social work 
and Spanish double major with a minor in 
sociology.
The application process involved Bogle 
submitting her research proposal to the CPJ. 
In her proposal, she essentially explained what 
she hoped to research and the intended plan of 
how she would go about the research. As Bogle 
did so, Foreman helped her brainstorm and 
provided feedback on her work.
“The proposal itself was mostly independent,” 
Bogle said. “The grant itself is much more 
partnered…It’s definitely a team effort.”
After Bogle and Foreman won the prize, 
the CPJ gave them the opportunity to travel 
to Washington D.C. for a few days at the 
beginning of January. During their trip, they 
received training over how one should approach 
this type of research and how they might be able 
to apply it to the broader community.
 After wading through the sea of greeters, 
the Sioux Center residents found themselves 
in the large arena where the battle lines of the 
political competition were drawn.  Candidates’ 
camps were clearly marked by the excessive 
merchandise surrounding tables across 
the room.  These ranged from blunt “I am 
caucusing for Bernie” signs to more obscure 
advertisements like Andrew Yang’s sign that 
simply said “MATH”.
 Other surrogates went beyond visuals to 
attract potential undecided voters.  The green 
colored Klobuchar table held a single liter of 
Diet Coke open to the public and the Warren 
team brought an assortment of cupcakes and 
cookies.
 Victoria Kollbaum, another junior who came 
along with Adams, was one of these undecided 
caucus goers.  While Adams remained 100% 
committed to supporting Pete Buttigieg, 
Kollbaum admitted to not being as familiar with 
the candidates as her friend.  “I came here to . . 
“One of things that they [the CPJ] focus 
on in their work is to not always assume that 
there’s one actor that solves all the problems, 
like government or the church,” Foreman said. 
Rather, the organization encourages them “to 
think pretty broadly about how we can make 
change for society or whatever the problem 
happens to be.”
Bogle and Foreman’s research will be focusing 
on the barriers of quality childcare, particularly 
in the Hispanic community of Sioux Center. 
Apart from pointing out the barriers, the two 
further hope to provide suggestions of ways to 
overcome them.
“I kind of overview in my literature review the 
broad childcare crisis in the U.S. because there’s 
just not enough affordable or quality childcare 
currently, especially in rural communities,” 
Bogle said. She focused specifically on the 
The Sioux Center caucus- 
cupcakes and coin flips
Dordt student and professor awarded Hatfield Prize
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Remembering Kobe Bryant
Sam Landstra —Staff Writer
 On the afternoon of January 26, freshman 
Diane Hurst was putting up shots in the DeWitt 
Gymnasium after church. Shooting around 
helps clear her head. 
A daughter of a marine, Hurst traveled often 
in her childhood. Whether it was in Japan or in 
her hometown of Lampasas, Texas, basketball 
always remained a constant. Her father played 
on the USMC basketball team; her mother and 
siblings balled too.
“It was never a question of wanting to play 
basketball,” Hurst said. “I just always had a 
love for the game.”
 As a kid, she remembers watching ESPN 
30 for 30 documentaries and Kobe Bryant 
highlights with her brother, who idolized the 
Lakers legend.
After practicing, Hurst headed to the locker 
room. She checked her phone to see a Snapchat 
story posted by a friend with the caption, “R.I.P. 
Kobe.” Probably in reference to something else, 
she thought. But then there was another, and 
another again. When she returned to her dorm, 
her TV confirmed the tragedy. At 41 years old, 
Kobe Bryant had died in a helicopter crash. His 
daughter Gianna, along with seven others, had 
passed away too.
“I was in shock,” Hurst said. “You just don’t 
think that can be possible.” 
Disbelief resonated throughout the afternoon. 
Basketball stars, cultural icons, and common 
fans of the game expressed their grief on social 
media. Stories of inspiration and appreciation 
for Bryant turned feeds into a purple and gold 
memorial.
 It was a “where-were-you-when” moment in 
the worst way imaginable for Dordt University 
Men’s Basketball coach Brian Van Haaften. 
He was watching TV, preparing to study the 
Jamestown v. Midland game.
“Oh man… I got chills,” Van Haaften said. 
“Being around this game as long as I have, you 
realize those people are rare.”
Van Haaften rooted for the Lakers since he was 
a boy. He was there for Magic Johnson, Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, and the Showtime Lakers in the 
80s. When Bryant resurrected the franchise at 
the turn of the century, he was there for that too.
He also can tell you exactly where he was 
when Derek Fisher hit a fadeaway jumper with 
.4 seconds left against the Spurs in Game Five 
of the Western Conference Finals in 2004. (In a 
hotel room with three friends after 36 holes of 
golf at a tournament in Omaha.)
“It was about Kobe, but it was more than that,” 
Van Haaften said. “He wanted to help guys be 
better players.”
On the following Monday morning, Dordt 
theology professor Dr. Justin Bailey reflected 
on the passing of the iconic athlete in his 
aesthetics class. 
“We lost a great artist in history,” Bailey said, 
framing the tragedy within the context of the 
class. A moment of silence and prayer for those 
affected followed.
Bailey had lived in Los Angeles for four years 
and witnessed firsthand the impact Bryant had 
on the city. Although a Michael Jordan and 
Chicago Bulls fan himself, he always respected 
Bryant for his “legendary” work ethic. His life 
paralleled Bryant’s too, only three years apart 
from each other and both with young children. 
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Hispanic community because of the additional 
cultural barriers the population has to face. 
Moreover, as a social work and Spanish double 
major, she is able to incorporate elements of 
both her studies.
“It ties in both of my passions into one thing.” 
Bogle said.
“It’s so neat because she can use her ability to 
speak Spanish,” Foreman said. “That’s a lot of 
initiative to do that and to reach out in that way 
and to be potentially active in that space.”
Foreman, who has been mentoring Bogle 
and proofreading her work, agrees about the 
relevance of her research.
“It’s such an important area because we’re 
focusing on especially young kids when they’re 
at their most vulnerable,” Foreman said. . . 
 . . .“Having good care for that population 
in general is really important…because that 
does make such a difference in their brain 
development and their readiness for school.”
Bogle’s work will undergo several deadlines 
throughout the course of the next few months. 
Her first deadline is on February 9, and the final 
draft is due on May 30. Following the CPJ’s 
suggestions of researching and preparing, Bogle 
has been able to develop a good framework 
and plan for her report. Foreman responds 
to Bogle’s work with meaningful feedback, 
creating a repeating process of rewriting and 
revising. So far, both Bogle and Foreman are 
feeling optimistic about their progress.
“Katie’s a really good, curious person who 
works hard and is organized,” Foreman said. 
“She really has just hit the ground running and 
getting lots of research done.”
Bogle shared her excitement about all that she 
has been learning. She has also been pleasantly 
surprised with her overall response to the 
experience.
“I’ve written a lot of papers about theoretical 







Lindsay Kuiper — Staff Writer
On February 5, Dordt’s Student Health and 
Counseling Center added walk-in counseling 
in addition to its usual appointment-based 
counseling sessions. From 10 to 10:30 a.m. 
every Wednesday, students can be seen by 
either Jessica Hulst or Arlene Heynen on a first-
come-first-serve basis.
 Located next to The Grille in the Campus 
Center, Student Health started offering walk-
ins to help students feel comfortable starting 
a conversation with a professional. There is 
no obligation for anyone to schedule another 
session in the future.
 Director of Student Health and Counseling 
Beth Baas says there are many reasons for the 
new addition. “We know that some students are 
intimidated about starting counseling,” Baas 
said, “and we felt that this would provide a non-
threatening way for them to ask questions and 
get more information about what counseling 
might offer them.” 
 Having on-campus counseling options 
allows students to talk with a counselor about 
relationship difficulties, anxiety, difficulty 
adjusting to college, and homesickness, among 
a wide variety of other topics.
The average wait-time for a scheduled 
appointment is 2 to 4 weeks, but these new 
sessions are designed to be brief so that students 
can stop by and discuss any questions they may 
have. 
“What the student wants to have a conversation 
about is up to the student,” Baas said. “Some 
student concerns are time sensitive and a short 
conversation within the week will be a nice 
option for them.”
 For more information on mental health and 
counseling, an event called It’s OK will be held 
on Monday, February 10. 
“It will be a great opportunity for all of us to 
work towards destigmatizing care for mental 
health concerns,” Baas said.
Instead, it is taking ownership at an individual’s 
respective level. Some lead large groups, while 
others in that group lead just themselves. Being 
a leader does not remove the need to be a 
follower as well. 
 “I hope to lead by example in leadership. It’s 
not about who’s in charge, but who’s serving,” 
said Juliana Martinez.
 Another main point was that a good leader 
is humble and simple. “The hardest thing to 
master is your ego,” said Sarraielle. He enforced 
the idea that a good leader takes the time to 
get to know every member of their team well, 
and ensures that any plan, no matter the size, 
is understood. Keeping everything as simple, 
clear, and concise as possible lowers confusion 
and the potential for later problems. When 
problems arise, all leaders should be willing to 
accept their responsibility.  
“My favorite point from the conference was 
the idea of extreme ownership. The best way to 
get things done is to own up to mistakes, take 
ownership of your work, and move forward. 
Often, we get dragged down by what others are 
or are not doing, but we just need to take care of 
what is on our own plates.”
 The speaker focused on leadership as it 
was directly involved in business and war. 
This approach lacked a spiritual connection, a 
problem students commented on througout their 
meeting. They stated how the teachings were 
good but needed to be considered more in depth 
before immediate application. 
 “Although the conference was not explicitly 
Christian, many of the principles ring true 
for those who desire to lead like Christ,” said 
Martinez. “Be humble, kind, and face challenges 
head on.”
Evangeline Colarossi — Staff Writer
 Several members of the Dordt Student 
Government attended a leadership training 
hosted by Interstates this past week. During this 
session, they learned first-hand from a strategic 
advisor about the importance of leadership in all 
areas of life and how to consistently lead well.
Mike Sarraille, a retired Lieutenant 
Commander in the US Navy, was the keynote 
speaker from Echelon Front. With twenty 
years in the service, Sarraille depicted what 
leadership should look like on the battlefield. 
After receiving a degree from the University 
of Texas McCombs Business school, Sarraille 
implemented his leadership expertise into 
business as well. 
 Interstates has hosted Echelon Front as a 
speaker for their own employees for the past 
four years. This year was the first time the 
invitation was extended to the community, 
including President Hoekstra’s cabinet at Dordt 
University. Though many could not attend, the 
invite was offered to the student government 
as well. Six students attended the event and 
reflected upon the experience throughout the 
day. At their weekly meeting that evening, they 
shared with the rest of the student government 
what their main thoughts were. 
 “One of my favorite take-aways was the idea 
that we are able to develop and exercise our 
leadership skills at every level of hierarchy,” 
said Kendall Snyder. “I believe this (leadership) 
is important because it applies at school, work, 
and church. We can all work together as a team 
to accomplish goals and grow.”
 Sarraielle stated that the first rule in any 
interaction is that everyone leads. This does 
not mean everyone taking their own route. 
Student governement 
leadership training
The Sioux Center caucus 
cont.
. . .learn more about politics,” she said.
Once the meeting started 20 minutes late (due 
to the large number of first-time caucus-goers 
registering to vote), each surrogate delivered a 
three minute stump for their candidates before 
the voting.
Dordt history professor, Scott Culpepper, 
represented the Buttigieg campaign and focused 
on the former mayor’s successes in his local 
town of South Bend. 
Lief touted Klobuchar’s ability to work with 
both extremes on the political spectrum and her 
practical approach for change.  “She understands 
people need to be led and not pushed,” he said.
Dordt’s influence on the caucus could be felt 
as yet another Dordt professor, Laurel Koerner, 
advocated for Elizabeth Warren.  The theatre 
arts professor pointed to the need for systemic, 
structural change and made the case that Warren 
would accomplish just that.
While most of the surrogates were local 
citizens of Sioux Center, the Bernie Sanders 
camp utilized out of state supporters.  Making 
a ten-hour drive from Denver, Colorado, Sara 
Sheiner came to the small northwest Iowa 
town to garner support at the request of the 
Sander’s campaign.  “Bernie’s just the best. 
His campaign’s focus is that people are what 
matter,” she said.
Sheiner launched into politics after Trump’s 
surprise victory in 2016 and has been a Sander’s 
fan ever since.  Not being an Iowan native like 
many locals in the room, Sheiner shared her 
appreciation for the caucusing process that 
encourages community discussion.  “This is 
how politics should be,” she said.
Once the stump speeches ended, the actual 
voting began and the Office Chair separated the 
room between the northern and central voting 
districts.  Voters flocked to their preferred 
candidates’ clusters in the room, indicated by 
the waving signs of each surrogate.  
The renowned unpredictability of the caucuses 
was on full display during the voting process. 
In the northern precinct voting, six of Sander’s 
supporters just missed the 15% viability cut off, 
seven votes, in the first round.
When the realignment in the second round 
began, Dordt junior Ian Nelson initially 
switched to Buttigieg, his second choice after 
Sanders.  However, a lone Biden supporter, 
who also didn’t achieve the 15% viability, 
unexpectedly chose to join the Sander’s 
coalition.  Seeing this, Nelson quickly switched 
again, this time back to Sanders.  This allowed 
the Sander’s camp to barely capture the prized 
viability with seven votes in the second round of 
voting, resulting in a delegate vote for Sanders.
Nelson explained his primary interest in 
candidates was not their policy differences. 
“I am more worried about the character of the 
candidate,” Nelson said, “I want someone who 
can be a good friend for the states.”
 The central Sioux Center voting also 
witnessed dramatic twists through the process. 
After calculating the votes of the second round, 
the Klobuchar and Buttigieg teams ended up 
tying.  Because of the draw in the final count, 
the caucus required a coin toss to decide where 
the final delegate vote would go.  The coin 
flipped tails and the Klobuchar team shouted 
in victory, scoring another delegate for their 
candidate.
 By the time the second and final round of 
voting finished, Klobuchar won the central 
Sioux Center caucus, earning 3 total delegates, 
while north Sioux Center concluded in a four-
way split, with Buttigieg, Warren, Yang and 
Sanders all earning one delegate.
continued from page 1
Spencer Short — Staff Writer
While most students were enjoying time with 
family and friends over the Christmas Break, 
administrators at the university had something 
more serious to deal with:  a 94-page civil rights 
lawsuit on sexual discrimination.
The case, filed on December 5, 2019, by a 
plaintiff who is referred to as only John Doe, 
cites an alleged Title IX violation by Dordt 
University. Doe states that he was discriminated 
against for being a male during a disciplinary 
action by Dordt  during his senior year resulting 
in his expulsion just a few weeks before his 
graduation. When attempting to reapply to 
finish out his degree, Doe was denied the 
ability to do so because, according to the suit, 
he refused to sign a waiver that would state him 
as guilty.
The reason for the disciplinary action, 
which took place in February of 2018, was 
an interaction between Doe and a female 
known only as Jane Roe. It is unknown 
who specifically filled the original Title IX 
complaint against Doe. Roe and Doe met at 
a concert off campus, both consumed alcohol 
before engaging in sexual activity, which the 
suit states was “consensual” and “undisputedly 
engaged by Roe.” The Title IX case was filed 
due to the alcohol consumption, which clouds 
the issue of consent.
Dordt upholds the standards of Title IX, a 
federal mandate for any college that receives 
Discrimination at Dordt: 
lawsuit filed over apparent 
misconduct
federal funding that states: “No person in the 
United States shall, on the basis of sex, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance.” Doe 
feels that Dordt did not follow this protocol 
during his case, taking Roe’s side in the ordeal 
purely because she was female.
 In the Dordt Student Handbook, in the 
“Sexuality, Gender Identity, and Sexual 
Conduct” section, it states that any kind of 
“Extramarital sexual relations,” including 
“Sexual activity with anyone other than with 
one’s spouse is prohibited,” a policy that was 
allegedly violated by both students.
 The defendant disputes this part of the 
handbook, however, with the suit claiming that 
“the combination of a blanket ban on nearly 
all sexual activity, plus the absence of any 
clearly communicated or established policies, 
procedures, or rules with respect to Title IX 
complaints, and Dordt’s unequivocal embrace 
of gender stereotypes, creates a situation ripe 
for abuse.”
 The case has moved slowly since it was filed 
in December. The most recent update, taking 
place on January 9th, was the appearance of 
Doe’s lawyer on his behalf.  
 If you or a friend have seen or experienced 
assault, please report it by visiting dordt.edu/
report-it. 
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was set to play, but by the time spring semester 
started the team had only eight skaters and no 
goaltender. 
 “Without a goalie there’s not much you can 
do in terms of having a quality hockey game,” 
said van Niejanhuis.
 This would have been the first time for 
the Blades to play both UNO and MSM. 
Van Niejanhuis is looking for competitive 
opportunities to play this season and would like 
to schedule more games that require less travel. 
 “We live in a hockey wasteland,” said van 
Niejanhuis. “If I can find an opponent that 
is two and a half hours away, then I want to 
develop that relationship and build that rapport 
where we can have an annual home-and-home 
series.” 
 The Blades will play their last game in 
Omaha this weekend, facing off against 
Creighton. Instead of a Friday/Saturday match, 
they will just play Saturday. On February 14th 
and 15th, the team will travel to Springfield, 
MO to play in the League Playoffs as their final 
matches of the season. 
 Despite the team’s frustration and 
disappointment at the cancelled games, van 
Niejanhuis still sees the players as having 
grown through the semester and hopes to 
maintain that for future recruits. 
 “We’ve got good kids in that locker room 
that are serious students and capable athletes.” 
he said, “They’re intentional about how they do 
things: faith, life, academics, and hockey.”  
Evangeline Colarossi — Staff Writer
The Dordt Blades played its final home games 
this semester on short notice. On January 
24th and 25th the Blades faced off against the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln in their home 
rink, four games shorter than expected. Two 
games prior to this were cancelled, along with 
two scheduled after this match. 
 The Blades were scheduled to play the 
University of Nebraska Omaha (UNO), a 
non-AHA affiliated team at the start of the 
semester. In order to play, both teams must have 
had their registration with the USA Hockey 
administration finalized. This ensures insurance 
coverage in case of injury. If one team is insured 
but the other is not, the team insurance is not 
applied to injuries sustained in a match. When 
game day approached and the UNO team still 
hadn’t registered, the Blades coaches canceled 
the game. 
“I just can’t in good conscience put my guys 
in that position. It’s unfair to them or their 
parents,” said Nate van Niejanhuis, Blades 
coach. “It’s frustrating, and certainly not what 
we planned on. It negatively impacts both 
teams.”
 Minnesota State Moorhead (MSM) was 
another team that the Blades were scheduled 
to play. This would have been the final home 
game of the season, scheduled for January 30 
and 31. As a newer program, MSM is still in the 
process of building its hockey team and keeping 
consistent numbers. At Christmas break MSM 
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Cancelations and 
rescheduling at end of 
Blades season
will return home for a game against the No.3 
Concordia Bulldogs at 2pm on Saturday in the 
DeWitt.
In their first matchup of the season in Seward, 
the Defenders lost by 14 points. The Defenders 
will look to rebound from that defeat in what 
will amount to an important game for seeding 
in the conference and the national tournaments.
Dordt will continue building on what has been 
the best start to a season by a Dordt women’s 
basketball team in school history. This team is 
close and that has translated to excellent results 
on the court. 
“We spend so much of our time throughout 
our day and school year together,” said senior 
guard Payton Harmsen. “We are able to build 
awesome relationships and really invest in one 
another.”
These relationships will be important as the 
Defenders close out the season with the hopes 
of a deep national tournament run.
This will only happen if the Defenders can 
stay healthy mentally and physically. 
“I think the mental battle is just as important 
as physical at this point,” said Prewitt. “We are 
having weekly meetings with different coaches 
so they can ‘check-in’ on us.”
These meetings along with a day off from the 
coaching staff during the Defenders’ bye week 
helped keep them fresh for the exciting stretch 
ahead.
Dordt has had a historic start to the season, 
but the season is a marathon – not a sprint. The 
Defenders are hoping to continue this history-
making season and leave their stamp on the 
program for years to come.
Caleb Pollema — Staff Writer
As the calendar turns to February, the 
Defender women’s basketball team has entered 
the final month of conference play.
With the hopes of a strong finish to the season, 
Dordt will look to put themselves in a positive 
position entering the postseason.
The Defenders passed their first test of the 
final month this past Saturday against the 
Midland Warriors in Fremont, NE, with a 90-
82 victory. The Defenders were led by junior 
forward Erika Feenstra who posted 19 points 
and freshman guard Bailey Beckman who 
added another 15 points and 5 rebounds.
Following the victory, the Defenders moved 
to 20-4 overall and 12-4 in GPAC play. The 
Defenders sit in fourth place in the conference 
behind Hastings, Concordia, and Morningside 
with six conference games remaining.
Headed into the rest of the season, the 
Defenders still have big goals ahead of them. 
“I would say our goal the final month of the 
season in basketball terms is certainly to win 
the GPAC,” said senior guard Ebby Prewitt. 
“Winning the conference tournament, making 
nationals, and eventually the goal of a national 
championship is always the end season goal.”
With these goals in mind, the Defenders will 
have a busy week with two tough games. The 
Defenders head to Orange City on Wednesday 
for a top 20 matchup against the Red Raiders. 
Northwestern, led by Alexis Toering, the 
conference leader in average rebounds per 
game, will give the Defenders a run for their 
money.
Following that matchup, the Defenders 
Women’s Basketball Looks 
to Finish the Season Strong
than 300 yards passing.
 The defenses were so suffocating in fact, 
that Garoppolo was held to a 69.2 passer rating 
and Mahomes—who was voted the MVP of the 
Super Bowl—had a subpar 78.1 passer rating. 
Only once over the course of the regular season 
and playoffs did Mahomes post a lower passer 
rating.
 The fourth quarter began with a score of 
49ers 20, Chiefs 10. Fourth quarter heroics 
from Patrick Mahomes, Damien Williams, and 
Kendall Fuller turned the tide in favor of the 
Chiefs.
 The beginning of the fourth quarter, 
however, was not indicative of what was to 
come. The Chiefs’ first offensive drive ended 
Kansas City Chiefs win Super Bowl 54
Connor Van Hulzen — Staff Writer
The Kansas City metropolitan area breathed 
a deep sigh of relief Sunday night. For the 
first time in 50 years, the Kansas City Chiefs 
became Super Bowl champions. Behind the 
arm of quarterback Patrick Mahomes, the 
legs of running back Damien Williams, and a 
newly dominant defense, the Lombardi trophy 
returned to Kansas City.
 In a game which was touted as having 
potential to be an offensive shootout, both 
teams’ defenses wound up delivering the most 
punishing blows. Both Mahomes and San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo 
threw two interceptions and were limited to less 
in an interception—though the Kansas City 
defense stood pat and prevented the 49ers 
offensive from surmounting a successful drive.
 On Kansas City’s next drive, Patrick 
Mahomes returned to his MVP form. He drove 
his team down the field before hitting tight end 
Travis Kelce for a one-yard score to cut deficit 
from 10 to three. The next offensive drive for 
the Chiefs was again turned into the Mahomes 
show, as he delivered again—hitting Williams 
for a five-yard touchdown.
 A 24-20 lead with under three minutes to 
go was reason enough for the Chiefs to start 
celebrating and picturing the Lombardi trophy 
in their hands. They were not done just yet, 
though.
 The Kansas City defense came up clutch, 
stopping the 49ers offense and forcing a 
turnover on downs with just over a minute 
remaining on the clock.
 The second play of the following drive 
all but sealed the deal for the Chiefs. Damien 
Williams, an undrafted, unheralded, underrated 
running back, sprung loose and scored a 38-yard 
touchdown leaving only a minute and change 
for the 49ers to hope and pray for something to 
break their way.
 Cornerback Kendall Fuller had other plans. 
Intercepting a Jimmy Garoppolo pass with 
under a minute left on the clock was the nail in 
the coffin. One set of kneel-downs later and the 













































. . .anywhere except your prof,” Bogle said. 
“Knowing that this research is real research in 
the community…proposing actual potential for 
change is really exciting.”
Bogle’s research will be published in 
September. Her findings will be shared in 
the journals of the Center of Public Justice. 
However, she does not see that time as the 
necessary end to her research.
“After starting this, I definitely could see 
myself doing research. It’s really interesting, 
and it feels that you can make a widespread 
impact on more people,” Bogle said.
With the amount of effort that Bogle has been 
pouring into her research, and the time that 
Foreman has taken to offer helpful feedback 
and suggestions, one can expect a great deal of 
insight to be gained from their findings. Also, 
considering the applicability of their focus 
on the Hispanic population, it promises to 
stimulate discussion concerning the surrounding 
community.
“As a community, how do we make sure to 
be hospitable in all of our resources and our 
amenities?” Foreman said. “I think that the 
tests are really good opportunities for that 
conversation to happen.”
Bogle views her unique experience as a reason 
to encourage others to seize similar chances.
“I would strongly recommend undergraduate 
students to pursue research,” Bogle said. “It’s a 
cool opportunity to make a real difference while 
we’re still in school…Be willing to put yourself 
out of your comfort zone.”
H a t f i e l d 
Prize cont. 
continued from page 1
Corrections:  
Our previous issue was 
listed as issue 6, but 
should have said issue 1.
over the top.” 
“I really loved that they did a little bit of 
everything, from country to pop to classical to 
Broadway,” said Munson. “There was definitely 
something for everyone.”
One challenge of bringing such a large 
operation onto Dordt’s campus was the amount 
of technological requirements. Most of what the 
Texas Tenors normally require is much grander 
than what the B.J. Haan auditorium has to offer. 
“We had to overcome some hurdles,” said 
Rose. This challenge was extended with the 
tight squeeze of getting everyone onto the 
auditorium stage—having both an orchestra 
and a big-time vocal band with their high-tech 
equipment required some problem-solving. 
As is commonly part of the Winter 
Pops Concert, NISO also featured a guest 
conductor—someone who does not actually 
know much about conducting but receives 
enough votes to get put on the stage in front of 
a very capable orchestra. Of the three men who 
vied for the place of celebrity guest conductor 
this year, Lyle Van Ravenswaay from Hull 
was the lucky winner. He won the most votes, 
along with the golden baton. Overall, the NISO 
fundraiser raised $7,582. 
The show ended with “My Way,” a great 
curtain-down for an exciting performance.
“I had no idea who they were before going to 
the concert,” said Kuiper. “But I think it’s safe 
to say I know them really well now.”
Their tour will bring them back to Iowa 
locations soon, including Cedar Rapids, 
Davenport, and Burlington. 
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I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the 
plethora of cameos that are sprinkled into the 
special. David Byrne of the Talking Heads and 
Richard Kind have especially funny appearances 
that I will not spoil. Even Mulaney’s wife makes 
an appearance towards the end.
However, the show-stealing performance of 
the special comes from Jake Gyllenhaal as Mr. 
Music. The Oscar nominated actor commits 
fully to the manic character and uses his 
underrated comedic chops in a skit that rivals 
the best of SNL (which Mulaney used to write 
for).
But perhaps the best aspect of the special 
is the surprisingly tender and quiet moments 
appearing through a series of interviews with 
the cast in between the comedy. While directly 
speaking to the camera, each major performer 
ruminates on their greatest fears. Child and adult 
actors alike discuss some of the most existential 
questions that humanity wrestles with. 
But while this could have easily devolved into 
pretentious, self-serious filler, these sections 
end up being a refreshing juxtaposition to the 
pure adrenaline of the rest of the program.
Throughout the rollercoaster of emotions and 
subject matter portrayed in the special, it never 
loses its tongue-and-cheek wholesomeness. 
It is clear Netlfix gave Mulaney wide creative 
control over this unexpected project and the 
“Sack Lunch Bunch” is a success because of it.
big provided some aspect of risk for NISO, 
because the Tenors have a prominent reputation 
and it was important to break even. 
Without a doubt, the group came through, 
exceeding expectations. 
“I didn’t have the slightest clue who these 
guys were, but I sure am glad I came to this 
concert!” said junior Selena Munson. “I think 
this is the best NISO concert I’ve ever been to.” 
Some Dordt students had a more personal 
experience with the Texas Tenors.
“The strangest part of the concert was 
definitely the Tenors calling Sommer Schaap 
and I to the front because we were loudly 
supporting them throughout the whole concert,” 
said freshman digital media & communications 
major Lindsay Kuiper. “I still can’t believe we 
actually went up there and met Marcus Collins! 
He asked us our names and had us sit in the 
front row and we were there for the rest of the 
concert. It was a party, to say the least.”
The three Tenors had the energy and ability 
group of unambitious and unemployed citizens 
of an unspecified South Korean metropolis. The 
family, resigned to a half-basement apartment, 
fold pizza boxes for menial pay and leech 
off their neighbors’ wi-fi. That all changes, 
however, when Ki-woo, the Kim’s college-aged 
son, is referred to the rich Park family as an 
English tutor. Ki-woo, struck by the luxury in 
which the Parks live, orchestrates for his sister, 
under a fake name, to be hired by the Parks as an 
Art Therapist to their young son. Then, through 
the Kim children’s machinations, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kim are hired on as the Parks’ new chauffeur 
and housekeeper, all under false names.
Thus, the Kims and the Parks live in a 
peaceful, symbiotic coexistence, the gullible 
Parks blissfully ignorant to the Kim family’s 
deception. It seems like the perfect plan. But no 
plan is entirely foolproof. Just as the Kims find 
themselves comfortably in the lap of luxury, 
an unforeseen series of events threatens to 
violently upend their newfound lifestyle. 
 That’s all I can safely say about Parasite 
without completely giving away the movie’s 
plot. To write anything more would be to 
ruin it. Parasite starts as a fun crime film with 
a unique family element, but morphs into 
something entirely different. By the film’s end 
Harrison Burns — Staff Writer
Coming off a series of popular stand-up 
specials, Hollywood acting gigs, and various 
other comedy acts, it was initially surprising 
when John Mulaney announced his next major 
project would be a children’s musical special. 
After viewing the one-hour Netflix special, 
however, it is clear the bygone format is 
perfectly crafted for Mulaney’s unique humor 
and style.
 The primary focus of the special is the 
many musical numbers and skits starring 15 or 
so child actors that make up the “Sack Lunch 
Bunch”. The sheer talent and charisma from 
each of the children elevate the special above 
a gimmick and instead creates quality, albeit 
bizarre, entertainment. 
Each musical number is also bolstered 
by bombastic production value. The dance 
choreography, costumes, and lighting draw on 
both stunning Broadway numbers and goofy 
elementary education videos. 
But it’s the subject matter of the varied songs 
that make Sack Lunch Bunch stand out and 
showcase Mulaney’s wry sense of humor. One 
song entitled, “Do Flowers Exist at Night?” 
ponders whether flowers can exist in the 
moonlight or if they simply disappear. Another, 
“Plain Plate of Noodles”, depicts the dramatic 
struggle of a child wanting only noodles and 
butter for his meal. 
Yes, these songs are as ridiculous as they 
sound. But ridiculousness has rarely been done 
with such passion and quality, and I found 
myself enthralled.
Mulaney’s sharp writing also appears in the 
many brief interludes between the larger pieces. 
Many of the interludes poke fun at the children’s 
TV format, with hilarious spins on the “obscure 
question to viewer” segment and the moral 
lesson. While dripping with cutting irony, 
these bits also are brimming with nostalgia 
and highlight Mulaney’s ability to embrace the 
format while still mocking it.
Allison Wordes — Staff Writer
Tendrils of smoke create a mysterious 
atmosphere of anticipation while geometric 
projections rotate slowly on the B.J. Haan walls. 
Bright blue backlights color the percussion 
section before the show begins. Ushers help 
guide people to their assigned seats. The 
auditorium is packed, despite being rescheduled 
from last weekend’s blizzarding weather.
The soundscape of NISO paved the way for the 
beautiful vocals from the Texas Tenors this past 
weekend on the B.J. Haan’s stage. These big-
time 2009 America’s Got Talent country singers 
brought a spectacular night of entertainment.
“Overall, it’s a good experience for our campus 
community,” said NISO executive director Dr. 
Onsby Rose. “It’s something exciting for a 
small rural area like ours.” 
A lot of advertising went out for the concert, 
including posters, Instagram posts, and a radio 
broadcast featuring Rose. Inviting a group this 
Zach Dirksen- Staff Writer
January is considered something of a 
wasteland, filmwise. It’s a time for studios to 
release their less-than-bankable stock in the 
hopes that viewers desperate enough to brave 
the cold weather for a movie will pay no matter 
how bad or unimpressive the product. Put 
bluntly, there are no new theatrical releases that 
interest me enough to warrant a full review. 
Thus, I’ve decided to catch up on a 2019 movie 
I really wanted to see but couldn’t until now.
 Parasite is a South Korean thriller/comedy/
crime caper/family drama/class satire. That 
wild mix of genres is mostly thanks to the film’s 
director: Bong Joon Ho. Bong’s been making 
insane, genre-bending movies since 2000, first 
in his native Korean, then in English. His two 
English language films, Snowpiercer and Okja, 
garnered critical praise and cult status among 
international audiences. (Both are on Netflix, 
check them out!) Bong Joon-Ho followed up 
these two successes with a return to South 
Korea, releasing Parasite to near-universal 
audience and critical acclaim at the Cannes Film 
Festival last summer, even receiving Cannes’ 
top prize, the Palme D’Or.
 The film follows the destitute Kim family, a 
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Texas Tenors astoundParasite review
I was stunned, shocked, and enthralled by what 
I had witnessed. Parasite is one of the most 
entertaining and engaging films I’ve seen in a 
very long time. 
 I think part of that comes from the humility 
of the film’s presentation. Compared to Bong 
Joon Ho’s previous work, Parasite initially 
seems staid and familiar. The world of this 
film, seems, for better or worse, exactly like 
our own. Even obvious cultural differences 
between South Korea and the rest of the world 
are downplayed, giving the film a universal 
appeal that lulls the audience into a false sense 
of security, only to completely throw them for a 
loop at the best possible moment. The shadows 
begin to grow darker, the lighting becomes eerie 
and uncomfortable, and we see just how much 
precarious everyone’s position is. 
 The best part is that all this works incredibly 
well. It’s so easy for a film like this to fall 
apart under its own ambition, but Bong has 
carefully chosen each detail, so much so that 
nothing seems dysfunctional. Nothing feels 
particularly out of place or jarring. Even the 
most unexpected plot events are dynamic and 
keep you guessing. 
 Parasite has been getting a lot of Oscar buzz, 
particularly for Best Picture, an honor that few 
to keep the crowd hyped—at least, as much 
as is possible for a Midwest Iowan audience. 
They performed country toe-tappers like “Boot 
Daddy” and “Country Roads” that had students 
waving their cell phone lights. 
“It was incredible that he brought us to the 
front and asked us our names in front of the 
crowd,” said freshman Sommer Schaap. “Then 
he sang Bruno Mars’ “Just the Way You Are” 
to us and to Bev, an elderly lady who was also 
sitting near the front.” 
These guys also could switch moods in a 
heartbeat, turning to a more reflective piece like 
“Galveston” which had people leaning forward, 
hushed, in their seats.  
“We love performing with a live orchestra, 
and this is a fantastic one!” said Collins. 
Surprisingly, the Texas Tenors have never 
performed with a double harp in all their 1400+ 
concerts. This time, Dordt brought them a 
unique twist, featuring Dordt harpists Anna 
Blauw and Maggie Burgsma. 
Throughout the entirety of the performance, 
the Tenors wore black cowboy hats. Other 
times one would be balanced on a microphone 
stand—a nod towards their Southern name. 
However, this did not restrict them from 
performing every genre imaginable. 
They switched to a more theatrical note, 
including pieces like “Bring Him Home” from 
Les Miserables. The violins flew cinematically 
in selections from the Phantom of the Opera. 
“My favorite song was probably the Phantom 
of the Opera “Overture,” it gave me chills 
listening to it,” said Schaap. “Their voices 
blend so well, and I love that song in general… 
hearing three amazing men singing it just put it 
John Mulaney and the Sack 
Lunch Bunch Review
Yee Lim Shin — Staff Writer
On June 7, Dordt University will host the High 
School String Festival Concert in the BJ Haan 
Auditorium. A total of 80 students from Western 
Christian High School, Unity Christian High 
School, and Dordt’s Chamber Orchestra will be 
participating in this biannual orchestra festival. 
Each school orchestra group will perform their 
individual pieces and then combine to play 
three mass orchestra pieces.
The mass practice where all the schools 
meet to rehearse their combined pieces will be 
held the same afternoon before the event. The 
practice will also have sectionals that are run by 
Dordt’s adjunct strings facility.
The High School String Festival Concert 
provides opportunities for both college and high 
school orchestra students to interact with each 
other.
Janna Vanden Brink, a sophomore 
instrumental music education major at Dordt, 
previously participated in the orchestra festival 
High School String Festival 
Concert
Orchestra tours the midwest
Arts & Entertainment
Benjamin Boersma- Stafff Writer
The evening of January 15 may have been 
cold, but the inside of the music building is 
warm compared to the outdoors. It must be 
warm, otherwise it’s a lot harder to play an 
instrument in tune, and the temperature swings 
can cause stress on the organ. A few minutes 
before 5:00pm, the chamber orchestra members 
enter the warmth. It’s their first rehearsal since 
returning from tour this past Christmas break.
Director Susan De Jong leads the group 
through a devotional on Lamentations 3. Silence 
falls upon the room as she reads verses 1-20.
“Think about the tone,” she tells the group 
before continuing with verse 21.
The new semester brings with it a new round 
of music and a new round of concerts. The 
orchestra’s return from tour also meant a return 
as a freshman and junior with Unity Christian 
High School. 
“It was an experience in which I could 
continue to get out of my shell and get to know 
others who have the same passions I did for 
music.” she said.
Events like these give both high school and 
college orchestra students a chance to interact 
and learn from each other.
“Musical growth happens when sitting in 
an ensemble next to someone new,” stated 
Susan De Jong Dordt assistant Instrumental 
director and Chamber Orchestra director. “For 
our college students, this is a wonderful way 
for them to show hospitality to others on our 
campus.”
High-school students get to experience a 
college atmosphere while the Dordt orchestra 
students can converse and recruit the high-
schoolers. The Orchestra Festival is a good way 
for both high-school and college students to 
collaborate and share their love for orchestral 
music.
to the routine. There’s a kind of tiredness from 
break, but also anticipation for what’s to come.
Perhaps it’s the same anticipation that 
surrounded the tour from the moment De Jong 
began planning. 
This trip was the first time the orchestra has 
toured by itself. In past years they have toured 
with the choirs or with the band. As soon as 
De Jong found out in May that the tour was 
happening, she excitedly began choosing 
music, a process which took the rest of the 
summer.
“I knew I had to select quality music and run 
all rehearsals efficiently to make sure we were 
ready to hit the road with only one semester to 
prepare,” De Jong said.
The orchestra only rehearses an hour each 
week. Occasionally, when Northwest Iowa 
Symphony Orchestra (NISO) doesn’t meet, 
foreign-language films are afforded. I tend not 
to care much for Awards Season, as films I 
often enjoy most are overlooked or altogether 
shunned in favor of safe, predictable fare. Yet, 
I can’t help but root for this film to bring home 
some gold on Oscar night. It truly deserves it.
 If you haven’t seen a foreign film, or don’t 
particularly like them, I can’t recommend 
Parasite enough as an ideal entry point. It’s 
funny, unpredictable, and intense enough to 
keep even the harshest skeptic on their toes. 
If you can handle subtitles, you can handle 
Parasite. Regardless of language, it’s a bold 
film from a consistently interesting filmmaker, 
and one that I cannot recommend enough. 
Although it’s no longer in theaters, Parasite is 
now available on VOD, DVD, and Blu-Ray.
era of artistry-first, visibly dark, passion-
driven projects are coming into the forefront. 
This sentiment is seen repeated in the success 
of Tyler, the Creator’s IGOR over more 
traditional albums at the Grammy Awards and 
commercially. In fact, Eilish beat out Swift for 
Song of the Year, as the lo-fi, dark, bass-heavy, 
smash hit “Bad Guy”, crushed the whimsical, 
upbeat, light, and airy “Lover”.
 Eilish’s breakout debut album WHEN WE 
ALL FALL ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE GO? 
Could best be described as the weird sister to 
Lorde’s Pure Heroine. Eilish whisper-sings 
over aggressive bass, backing vocals, and 
ambient noises ranging from pots clashing, to 
snippets taken from the TV show “The Office.” 
The result is an album which invokes equal 
parts terror and curiosity. The only time on the 
album Eilish comes out of her monotone singing 
range is on the hit single “Bad Guy”, the most 
aggressive track of the album both lyrically and 
instrumentally. 
 Thematically, this album certainly holds to a 
dark aesthetic, covering issues of drug abuse in 
“xanny”, and the human condition in “all good 
girls go to hell”, but there is no discernable 
storyline or concept in the project. Eilish was 
up against a stacked list of competitors for 
Album of the Year: Bon Iver, Lana Del Ray, 
Caleb M.S. — Staff Writer
 On January 26, an 18-year-old swept the 
four most highly lauded awards in the music 
industry: Grammys for Best New Artist, Song 
of the Year, Record of the Year and Album of 
the Year. Critics and fans are divided over her 
successful night. The Academy clearly fell 
in love with Eilish this past year, as did the 
internet. Her song “Bad Guy” all but went viral 
last summer and dethroned Lil Nas X’s hit “Old 
Town Road”, with its 19-week run topping 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart. Most critics, 
ranging from professionals to armchair-Twitter 
analysists, take issue with Eilish’s obscenely 
successful evening at the Grammy Awards. 
 Eilish undoubtedly deserved the award for 
Record of the Year with “Bad Guy”, though she 
faced some staunch competition. Her laurels 
for Song of the Year and Best New Artist are 
also certainly deserved. However, her award 
for Album of the Year is tightly debated, and 
even the artist herself in an acceptance speech 
said she wanted Ariana Grande’s thank u, next 
to take the award. But, Eilish has received the 
award, and it is my pleasure to break down 
this fantastic album and dissect what makes it 
worthy of the attention it has gathered. 
 Billie Eilish embodies a new direction in 
contemporary pop music. The Taylor Swifts 
and Katy Perrys are still around, but this new 
Ariana Grande, Lizzo, Lil Nas X, H.E.R., and 
Vampire Weekend. Of these eight albums, four 
are conceptual albums with a solid flow and 
thematic content. Eilish’s album is absolutely 
coherent, but lacks the flow of the works of 
Grande and Del Ray. Each song on WHEN WE 
ALL FALL ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE GO is 
strong in its own right, but they do not build off 
of each other quite like Lana Del Ray’s Norman 
F---ing Rockwell do, or Grande’s in thank u, 
next.  
Billie Eilish Cleans House at the Grammy Awards: Her Award-
Winning Album Revisited
 Eilish has made a name for herself in 
modern music. To see where she goes from 
2020 following huge critical and commercial 
success is the next test. Eilish does not deserve 
to be persecuted for her success, but a conscious 
consumption of her works is key. Eilish will 
maintain relevancy and artistic integrity by 
continuing to create music important to her and 






“you should see me in a crown” 
“my strange addiction” 
Delightfully Meh 
“xanny” 
“all the good girls go to hell” 
“bury a friend” 





the group gets some extra rehearsal time on 
Mondays. Otherwise, much of the music comes 
together from outside practice.
“Constant study, rehearsal planning and 
sectional work helped make good use of our 
limited time together,” De Jong said. “The 
students also had some practice requirements 
and it’s their preparation outside of class that 
made this tour possible.”
As with other music tours, the orchestra 
traveled by bus. Due to their sensitivity to 
temperature, the stringed instruments were 
stored inside the bus. Senior Anna Blauw 
drove a suburban that carried the harp and any 
students who got sick on the trip.
No one ended up ill, but the weather still 
caused some problems for the group. Along the 
way, one of the cellos cracked from the cold, 
dry air. According to one technician’s website, 
the cost of repairing a cracked cello starts at 
$35 and can be as high as $100 per crack. If any 
seams needed to be fixed, the price effectively 
doubles.
“Fortunately, God provides and we found a 
repair technician who was able to fix the crack 
immediately and refused to charge us,” De 
Jong said.
The orchestra traveled across the Midwest, 
starting in Pella, Iowa on January 3, through 
Southern Michigan and Wisconsin before 
ending back in Sioux Center on January 10.
“I enjoyed all our concerts and assemblies. 
The students performed exceptionally well 
and exceeded my expectations,” DeJong 
said. “The students have reached a high level 
of performance and then get to share it with 
friends and family. They made beautiful music, 
but in a humble and God praising way.”
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Visiting the Raiders’ cultural 
fair
Stewart Achieves Semifinal Bid at ACTF
Haemi Kim — Staff Writer
Northwestern’s International Club (i-club) 
invited Dordt’s Students Without Borders 
(SWB) club to attend their cultural fair on 
February 2. I met fourteen other Dordt students 
at the clocktower and we drove over to Orange 
City to attend. 
After leaving campus, we drove through the 
corn fields, parked next to Taco Jones, walked 
in the Rowenhorst Student Center, and passed 
The Hub and flags into a four court gym where 
we were welcomed by culture. 
As we explored Northwestern’s Cultural Fair, 
we noticed some differences from Dordt’s 
Cultural Fair. Instead of having each individual 
country’s booth with information and samples 
of food, it was set up like a large meal. With 
Sam Landstra  — Staff Writer
An overeager driving instructor and a cheer 
coach zealous for victory walked into a theatre 
festival. Both these people are senior Emi 
Stewart; and both these characters are in her 
acting package selected to compete in the 
semifinal round of the Irene Ryan Scholarship 
competition at the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival. (KCACTF).
 Earlier this month, a group of 15 students 
and faculty members from the Dordt University 
Theatre Department piled into passenger vans 
and headed north to Sioux Falls for a weeklong 
celebration of theatre.  Stocked full of invited 
performances, workshops, and technical design 
expos, the festival itself centers around the Irene 
Ryan Scholarship competition. Here, students 
perform selections of prepared theatre in front 
of a panel of judges. 
 Stewart earned her Irene Ryan nomination 
from last Fall’s production, Known But to God, 
where she portrayed a female Union solider 
disguised as a male in the Civil War. Five other 
Dordt students brought nominations from other 
shows as well. 
 “I was really happy,” said Stewart, 
describing her reaction to the nomination. 
“Really excited.”
Within days, Stewart picked a two person 
comedy scene from Driver’s Test, where a 
driving instructor attempts to befriend everyone 
the $2 admission fee and a meal swipe, students 
were able to enjoy meals from different countries 
including: China, Cambodia, Netherlands, and 
more. After getting our meals, we sat at tables 
with centerpieces of different country flags and 
geographical photos. 
Besides the meal, there were smaller booths 
with a $3 henna station, $2 sticker booth, 
Kendama, origami, and coloring activity 
booths. Many students and children got to enjoy 
these activity booths, especially at the Kendama 
booth. One Japanese student got to show off 
his talent as he swirled and twirled the ball and 
landing its dish-shaped indent.
By the times people were finishing up their 
second round of meals, the fashion and talent 
show started. 
The fashion show was interesting because 
who gets behind the wheel. Weeks later, 
she continued in the humorous tone with a 
motivational monologue given by a cheer coach 
from Miss Beth.
“By the end of Known But to God I was sick 
of drama.” Stewart said. “It was so fun to look 
up different pieces of comedy that I liked.” 
Along with her two minute acting package, 
Stewart selected a three minute scene for the 
rarified second round and asked freshman 
Lindsay Kuiper to partner with her. 
In a congested room of theatre buffs, the two 
waited for their turn. Spectators fiddled with their 
nametags and respondents scribbled critiques 
onto clipboards. Nights of memorization came 
down to the opinions of the two judges.
“[I was] terrified. Completely terrified.” 
Stewart said. “I usually don’t get too bad of 
stage fright, but the quick turnaround was 
scary.” 
When the preceding act delivered their final 
lines, Steward and Kuiper wiggled their way 
to the front, introduced themselves, (the most 
difficult part of the package, most say), and 
performed the scenes to a receptive audience. 
The Minnesotan accent Stewart added to her 
Driver’s Test character generated a handful of 
chuckles.
“Comedy is really tricky because you’re 
looking for laughs.” Stewart said. “It was really 
relieving to have people laughing.”
After the preliminaries, the two assumed their 
road had ended. Of the 368 acts, only 64 edge 
into the semifinal round. The last Dordt student 
to enter the exclusive rank did so a few years 
ago. With a successful performance behind her, 
Stewart could rest on her laurels and enjoy the 
I think it was a really good sort of transition 
phase for me.”
At the same time, she appreciates the 
opportunity to be home enough to spend time 
with her younger siblings and watch her 5-year-
old sister grow up. 
“I have all these animals too that I really miss 
out on seeing during the week,” Dagel said.
 Tyler Smith, a freshman, purposefully chose 
a college that was out-of-state. Dordt is a 20-
hour drive from his hometown in Caldwell, 
Idaho, so he only goes home during long breaks.
“I knew I wanted to be a little bit of a ways 
away from home, just for the experience of kind 
of fully being on my own,” Smith said. “I knew 
if I was in-state and really close to my house I’d 
make trips home, and I’d be off campus.” 
However, students leaving campus over the 
weekend still affects him.
“Almost all of my friends are within driving 
distance of their houses,” Smith said. When 
they go home, Smith admits that he has less to 
do. Additionally, he feels that when his friends 
stay on campus, he is able to spend time with 
them and build stronger friendships. 
There is a fine balance between staying on 
campus over the weekend and staying at home. 
It is important for students at Dordt to build new 
relationships with their fellow students, while 
maintaining close relations with their family. At 
the end of the day, there’s no perfect amount 
time that should be spent on campus or at home. 
That is up to the student. 
Kate Ribbens— Staff Writer
Dordt has always encouraged student 
engagement, but what happens when students 
are gone for the weekend? For most students, 
the weekend is a time to reconnect with friends 
and take a necessary break from schoolwork. 
To encourage this, Dordt often hosts events 
over the weekend to encourage socializing. 
Students who live in close proximity to their 
house and often drive home miss out on such 
opportunities.
 The location of a college often plays a key 
role in a student’s decision to attend. For some, 
it’s necessary to have distance between their 
home and their college. For other students, a 
college within driving distance of their home 
is a must. However, the temptation arises for 
students who live close to go to the comfort of 
their homes rather than stay on campus with 
their friends.
 For transfer student Adrianna Johnson, 
moving to a college close to her home in Le 
Mars was essential. She gets to drive home 
every weekend and, in turn, stays involved with 
her siblings’ lives.  
 “I go home because of my sister. She’s still 
in high school, so I like to see her,” Johnson 
said. “She’s involved in activities, and so I like 
to kind of see her do some of those things.” 
Johnson uses the weekdays to hang out 
with friends and do homework so she can use 
the weekend to catch up with her family. She 
believes Friday afternoon to Sunday evening is 
a good length of time to be gone.
When asked if there were any drawbacks to 
returning home so often, Johnson said, “I do 
find it a little more difficult to get my homework 
done because I like to be doing things with my 
family.” 
 Hannah Dagel, a junior at Dordt, originally 
planned to move farther west from her home 
in Sibley, Iowa. In the end, Dordt was a better 
fit for her – though only 45 minutes from her 
house.  To balance her time between campus 
and home, she chooses to visit every few weeks. 
“I actually didn’t go home until our first 
break,” Dagel said. “
Home for the weekend
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it’s near Mongolia,” said Ko. “Logically, 
rationally, that makes sense for me to go there.”
So, China it was. Ko traveled with some 
fellow missionaries to plant churches among the 
Uyghur people located in the Xinjiang region of 
China. This repressed minority group needed 
hope. For a year and a half, Ko’s mission was to 
help ignite that hope.
“Our goal was to make a group of believers 
from unbelieving people,” said Ko. “To really 
bring them not only encouragement to accept 
Jesus Christ, but to become disciples so they 
themselves can reach others.”
 While Ko was doing his mission work 
in China, he believed he would eventually 
return to Dordt. In fact, he was in contact with 
administration while abroad, making sure all 
his paperwork and documentation would go 
through once he returned. However, tuition 
became a more difficult cost for Ko, so he opted 
to move to Korea and try to fundraise.
 There, he got a job at a mission-oriented 
international school. During the interview 
process, there was a bit of confusion. The 
first name Ko used while he was in Xinjiang 
sounded similar to a Korean word for scientist, 
so he ended up as a science teacher for another 
year and a half.
 “It was kind of a crazy experience there,” 
said Ko. He made do with the unexpected job, 
studying the curriculum and bringing in his own 
major to the school. “I also had a chance to teach 
Sung Jae Ko: from Dordt, to China, to Korea, and Back
Emi Stewart — Staff Writer
A seemingly new face on campus is not so 
new after all. While some students opt to take a 
gap year within their college career, senior Sung 
Jae Ko went the extra mile. Between his junior 
and senior academic years, Ko spent five years 
abroad in China and Korea.
 Ko started his academic journey at Dordt 
in 2012. Like most other students, he and his 
parents spent time researching schools that 
would be a good fit. As a missionary kid, Ko felt 
that Dordt had a lot of scholarship opportunities.
After having some difficulty renewing his visa, 
Ko finally arrived on campus spring semester of 
2012 to start his studies. He quickly felt drawn to 
digital media because language differences were 
not a huge barrier in that major, and because he 
had some video production experience in high 
school.
During his junior year, Ko participated in 
a missions training program called Vision 
School with fellow international students. By 
the tail end of this program, the students are 
encouraged to actually go out and evangelize, 
at least over summer break. Some trainees feel 
led to continue in their mission work, which 
was the case for Ko, who soon found himself 
deciding whether to go do mission work in 
India or China. His parents—missionaries in 
Mongolia—had a preference.
“My father said I should go to China because 
home in Minnesota. But Jon couldn’t pass up 
the opportunity because it seemed like God was 
giving him the “lead” into it.
“I told my neighbor,” Jon said, “‘We aren’t 
leaving unless the right thing comes along.’ Oh, 
I said until the ‘perfect thing comes along.’ I 
don’t know if Prinsburg is perfect, but it’s pretty 
darn close.” 
Before this job opportunity came along, De 
Groot couldn’t believe that there was something 
that aligns more perfectly with his gifts and 
loves than his current position, but he thinks 
superintendent position just might. Still, Jon 
knows that leaving Sioux Center and the local 
community will be difficult. 
“We know a lot of people in this area,” Jon 
said, “and we’ve come to love and become 
friends with so many different people…that’s 
going to be a hard thing to leave.”
Not only De Groot’s departure will be hard for 
him and his family, it will also be difficult for 
Dordt students who have come to know him. 
“It’s hard hearing that Jon is leaving because 
Jon has always been there for me,” said DJ 
Runia, a Digital Media Major at Dordt. “Being 
here all four years, he’s always been the first 
person I would go to when I needed emotional 
support and guidance, and I’m not the only 
person on campus, I’m sure, that has that kind 
of a relationship with him.”
Anthony Siegrist — Staff Writer
In the rooms toward the back of Student 
Services, Jon sits in his office, decorated with 
an eclectic assortment of memorabilia and a 
wide array of books. The most audacious piece 
of furniture is De Groot’s “Fat Bike,” which sits 
in front of his desk on two traction pads to keep 
it from dripping on to the carpet. Curly haired 
with glasses and an emboldening smile, many 
Dordt students have probably seen De Groot 
biking to or from work, calling to them by 
their names and then wondering how he always 
remembers. 
For nine years, Jonathan De Groot has worked 
at Dordt University as the Director of Campus 
Ministries and Worship Arts, but after the end of 
this semester, he will be transitioning to a new 
job as the superintendent of his old high school, 
Central Minnesota Christian School (CMCS) in 
Prinsburg, Minnesota.   
The saying goes, “that good things come to 
those who wait,” but De Groot wasn’t waiting or 
expecting a call on Defender Days of last year 
from a friend who told him about the position 
that had just opened up at his old high school, 
telling him that he should apply. 
“If you would have asked me the day before 
that phone call came, I would have said—and I 
would still say afterwards—I have the best job 
in the whole world,” De Groot said. “I would 
have said that I’m not looking to leave… and 
I love what I do, and my family loves it here.”
Skeptic of his chances, Jon looked into the 
position and quickly realized that he had the 
experience the job required and that these were 
all things that he loved.  
“There’s a lot of technical skills that I still 
need to learn about the job itself,” De Groot 
said, “but I think I have the heart for the 
community and for the school that someone in 
that position needs to have. I have a deep love 
for my hometown and for that school I grew up 
in.” 
Throughout the interview process, De Groot’s 
expectations kept being shattered because he 
kept getting called back.  
With an unexpected opportunity, also comes 
the unexpected fact that, soon, Jon and his 
family will leave Sioux Center for their new 
Unexpected Opportunities 
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“[I was] terrified. 
completely 
terrified.” 
of the diversity in the cultural clothing people 
wore. The clothing was not only worn by 
students from their native countries but worn 
by people from other countries. There were also 
lots of faculty and staffs who came up to show 
the different fashion of the world. High school 
Japanese students who came to Northwestern 
for the Winter English Program got to show off 
different types of Japanese clothing as well. 
The talent show was interesting as well, with 
some cultural performances, like the Honduras 
dance, Korean song, and Japanese dance, but 
also acts that were just like a normal talent 
show. Some were performed by international 
students—which made sense—but others were 
performed by American students—which was 
a little confusing. For instance, there were two 
acts performing a dance and they were done by 
international students, which was very cool. 
However, there were some acts, like songs 
performed by These Guys, contestants of 
NCDC, and an improv performance by Black V, 
which were performed by American students. 
They weren’t bad, but didn’t seem to match the 
cultural theme. 
Audience participation was mixed. 
Sometimes the “cultural” talents drew more 
attention but other times people were more 
interested in the activity booths. 
However, the highlight of the night was saved 
for last. For their final performance, almost 
all of the Northwestern international students 
danced together with flags from all over the 
country. This helped show the bond of different 
cultures coming together and becoming one. 
Despite the difference from our typical 
Cultural Fair, i-Club did a good job hosting 
their Cultural Fair in Northwestern.
Dordt’s own Cultural Fair, hosted by Students 
Without Borders, will be on Saturday, February 
15. The admission is free and all students and 
communities are welcome. People will get to 
experience the cultures of different countries 
through booths, fashion, and talent shows. 
SWB’s booth will run from 5 P.M. to 6:30 P.M., 
followed the fashion and talent show at 6:30 
P.M.
Nothing bonds friends together quite like 
rooting for a man to end up with a girl whom 
you’ve decided is best for him, despite no 
personal connection with either person. 
Emotions run high and opinions flow freely 
but only because we want what’s best for Peter. 
He’s a great guy with a likeable persona, but to 
be fair, some of his options are clearly single 
for a reason, others viciously compete for 
his attention, and all are manipulated by the 
directors’ drama-driven sensibilities. 
On one hand, it feels like ABC isn’t giving 
us much to work with, but on the other hand, 
girls like Lexi, who pulled up in a classic 
red Corvette, restore our faith in this year’s 
field. Girls like Jenna, who gifted Peter her 
“emotional support cow,” remind us there are 
certainly unique personalities. And girls like 
Deandra, a home care coordinator who dressed 
as a windmill (yes, it really happened four 
The Bachelor: a guilty pleasure for all genders
Logan Aukes — Staff Writer
For most of America, Mondays are about as 
popular as President Trump. Although, unlike 
Trump, a proposal to impeach Monday may 
actually gain bi-partisan support. For a sect of 
nearly 8.8 million people, a surprising number 
of them male, Mondays are a day to celebrate. 
Mondays are “The Bachelor”—a debaucherous 
ecstasy satisfying the fancies of their inner 
hopeless romantic. 
Yes, I am a male, yes, I am one of those people, 
and, yes, I hate myself for it—but before you 
go jumping to conclusions about my manhood, 
know that I am not alone. 
Each Monday night, a small portion of the 
Dordt male populace gathers in my apartment 
to watch Peter “Pilot Pete” Weber—fresh off 
his heart wrenching exit from last season—
take another shot at love. It’s a weekly ritual I 
recommend if you’re having roommate issues. 
rest of the week. 
Later that night, Stewart was watching invited 
scenes with the rest of the department. Her 
Fitbit buzzed.
“Congrats!” A text from theatre professor 
Teresa Ter Haar shone across the miniature 
screen in the darkened theatre. Although she 
couldn’t be sure, Emi guessed the message 
meant a semifinal selection. 
A rouse of congratulations after the show 
confirmed her suspicions. High fives and hugs 
abounded.
“Being an Irene Ryan nominee is a huge honor 
in itself and every time it goes on that honor just 
gets tweaked a little bit higher and higher as you 
do.” Stewart said.  
The celebration did not last long, however, 
as Stewart and Kuiper got busy memorizing 
their three minute scene that night. With their 
performance less than 48 hours away, the 
circumstances warranted dedication, and some 
giggles too. 
“She reads nervous energy and turns it into 
something funny,” said Stewart about Kuiper. 
For every handful of times they ran lines with 
each other, they also laid on the floor of the 
practice rooms and laughed to themselves. 
 “Our running joke is that we’re the poster 
children for the program.” Kuiper said. “I 
learned a lot from her.” 
On Wednesday morning the two showcased 
their polished pieces in the semifinal round in 
front of a full audience- including their fellow 
theatre department peers. Although Stewart 
missed the cut for finals, she looks back on 
her first KCACTF and Irene Ryan nomination 
positively. 
“I think it is so important to do things that 
aren’t contributing necessarily to your career.” 
Stewart said. “Do things that are fun and a little 
outside your wheelhouse.” 
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times), display a noteworthy sense of humor. 
However, after plenty of other bad pickup lines 
and cringeworthy “co-pilot” references, we 
can’t get our hopes up just yet. That was until 
Hannah Brown—the women who broke Peter’s 
heart last season—made a surprise return to the 
show. 
“Inject this directly into my veins,” writes 
critic Ali Barthwell on Hannah Brown’s 
unexpected appearance. Of course, I am aware 
this is a clear attempt to boost ratings, yet I don’t 
much care. I’m with Barthwell. Give me more.
Peter, being the professional that he is, dealt 
with the awkward situation admirably and 
reclaimed his emotions quickly enough to join 
his female companions for a night of festivities. 
What’s waiting for him is Hannah Ann, a model 
from Tennessee, who manages to secure enough 
alone time with Peter to charm him into the 
first real kiss of the season—securing her spot 
as an early front-runner. Hannah’s boldness is 
rightly rewarded with a first impression rose 
at the same time eight of the original thirty 
contestants are sent home. 
The episode moved on without much thought 
given to those eliminated, skipping instead to 
the first group date: flight school and an obstacle 
course. Here, (finally), pleasantries between 
contestants are swapped for heated exchanges 
when Kelley cheats during the race, winning 
a sunset flight date with Peter over runner-up 
Tammy—landing her a spot next to Hannah 
Ann atop the room leaderboard. Kelley’s 
boldness is similarly rewarded with the date 
rose at the end of the episode, ending the first 
wild ride in a season that promises to deliver 
plenty of disagreements, backstabbing, and the 
tears that accompany. The show is scripted, but, 
again, I don’t much care. None of us care as 
long as Peter chooses Kelley (or Hannah). 
digital media production. I opened a club and 
that gave [the students] the opportunity to learn 
how to make videos, and that was awesome.”
 After working as a teacher, Ko felt the call 
to return and finish his degree. He had a couple 
options: come back to Dordt, or attend a Korean 
university. A third option presented itself, 
something that Ko knew he had to do sooner or 
later—military service.
 “Since every single Korean man has to be 
enlisted in the army, every single Korean man is 
bonded with this identity that we are soldiers,” 
said Ko. “This bond is really crucial to sharing 
the love of Jesus.”
 After his military service, Ko had yet 
another choice in front of him: stay in Korea, 
or come back to the US to finish his degree. He 
was discharged in February of 2019, which was 
at that point too late for him to return for spring 
semester. It would be another six months before 
he could come back to Dordt. Some may see 
that as a burden, but Ko saw it as a time for 
prayer.
 “At the time, God gave me a heart to serve in 
the missionary position that I was involved in, 
to serve the students who are going to be in the 
army,” said Ko. “I encouraged them to do what 
I’ve been doing as a soldier missionary.”
Ko traveled all throughout Korea to evangelize 
to these students, encouraging them to be lights 
wherever they went. Although it was six months 
before the next Dordt semester began, Ko ended 
up continuing his mission work for ten months 
in total. After he felt the work he was meant to 
do was done, he decided to come back to Dordt 
to complete his degree.
The return for Ko was familiar, yet unfamiliar 
at the same time. The location of Sioux Center, 
the buildings on campus, and the professors 
remained the same, for the most part. However, 
all the students Ko had attended classes with 
were now graduated and long gone.
“I just randomly went to North Hall,” said 
Ko. “I went down to the basement, it gave me 
good memories of cooking Korean noodles and 
writing papers… I thought it was going to be a 
big change, but nothing really changed.”
In the past five years, Ko has been through 
a lot of change. Even after all that experience 
with change, Ko said that it can still be difficult 
for him when things change. For Ko, the most 
difficult shift of being back in the US is re-
learning the language.
“When I was junior it took me maybe 30 
minutes to read 10 pages, but now I’m back to 
my stage of freshman year, reading maybe 10 
pages an hour, maybe even two or three hours.”
Now that he’s back at Dordt, Ko is expected to 
graduate next fall semester with his bachelor’s 
degree. His tentative plans afterwards are to 
return to Korea to continue in his mission work 
with people about to join the military service.
Jaclyn Vander Waal — Staff Writer
The silent exterior of the white Dordt 
University media truck is misleading. Inside 
the truck, four staff members huddle around 
six monitors during a women’s basketball 
game. The sound of KDCR radio announcing 
mixes with the commands from the director and 
interjections from the people working instant 
replay and graphics. 
This is the Dordt Media Network’s second 
year of broadcasting events from the truck, and 
media director Rich Lodewyk is proud to see 
students taking ownership of the program. This 
year students are stepping up into Rich’s usual 
position of directing broadcasts from within the 
truck.
“I’m extremely pleased with the livestream 
broadcasts and how much the students have 
learned in a short amount of time,” Lodewyk 
said. “It’s a lot of fun working with them.”
DJ Runia, a junior digital media production 
major who serves as one of the directors, said 
that pressure comes with creating something 
live. The director must remember all the little 
details and not get distracted when multiple 
people are talking to him. Yet, he enjoys 
the challenge. He sees this pressure as an 
opportunity to help him think faster, develop 
his cognitive abilities, create faster reflexes, and 
heighten his attention span. 
“It is scary but beneficial because you have to 
push yourself to get better,” Runia said. “In order 
to get better, you have to be uncomfortable.”
The director role involves hard work, 
concentration, focus, and understanding, 
according to Lodewyk. Directors must take 
charge of both the people inside the truck and 
the camera operators positioned inside the gym. 
Lodewyk thinks it is crucial for one person to be 
in charge. With so much going on, everything 
must revolve around the director for broadcasts 
Dordt Media Truck
continued on page 8
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Please ignore the scientific studies done about 
what is (ironically) called the “cereal-aisle 
effect.” I’m sure this study is simply “fake 
news.” The presence of too many options will 
not affect me. Nothing can deter my enthusiasm 
for yet another unending round of mudslinging 
and media bias.  
Don’t worry! I will not lose focus while 
becoming… wait… where was I going with 
this? Oh, yes… while becoming more educated 
on this year’s options of political scumbags and 
scumbag wannabes. Although the goldfish now 
reigns supreme over me in terms of attention 
span, clocking in at a whopping nine seconds 
in comparison to my meager eight seconds, I’m 
definitely planning on sitting through numerous 
two-hour debates on PBS, notebook and pen at 
the ready. I enjoy listening to politicians debate 
issues that I don’t always find pressing for me 
and my generation. 
Also, thank you individual politicians for 
ignoring Gen Z in your marketing plans. 
Please, don’t feel the need to market what you 
stand for to us young ‘uns. We know that any 
innovation of our perfected system should be 
rendered a waste of time. If it ain’t broke, why 
fix it? As new voters, we should be coming to 
you, overjoyed at the opportunity to be able to 
participate. How silly of us to believe that you 
would work for the support of America’s rising 
voting generation. 
We truly are a generation whose ways 
are foreign and absurd. Please accept this 
apology for our unrealistic expectations. 
Compassionately remember that we are a 
privileged and ungrateful generation who has 
grown accustomed to people making an effort 
when they are trying to pull us in. It’s almost 
as if we’ve been conditioned to this by all other 
areas of American marketing… weird. 
On that note, don’t take it personally when 
we don’t show up to vote for you. And please, 
feel free to blame us and our ignorance for your 
failed campaign. We really are the WOAT (that 
means Worst of All Time… Don’t worry, I got 
you Steve King). 
Sincerely, 
Gen Z
An open letter to politicians 
from Gen Z
Hannah Van Otterloo — Staff Writer
Dear Politicians, 
You describe us as cynical, overwhelmed 
and remarkably ill-informed on how our 
government works. While we, Generation 
Z, are obviously flattered by these kind and 
encouraging remarks, those around us don’t 
seem to share our enthusiasm. On the contrary, 
these traits cause anyone older than Gen Z to 
quake in fear as they think ahead to what the 
world will become and thank heaven above that 
they won’t be around during those dark days. 
We realize this concern is prevalent with the 
upcoming 2020 election. Generation Z is the 
future of American politics. Soon enough, we 
will be the largest voting block in America. 
As a forever member of Gen Z, I recognize 
your concern; we don’t seem to understand how 
American politics are supposed to work. It truly 
is an issue that is embodied by every member 
of Generation Z. How silly we are to believe 
that American government was instituted for 
the people it served and that politicians would 
run their campaigns with these same people in 
mind. 
So, for exposing our ignorance and 
enlightening us on this topic, I just want to say, 
thank you. 
Thank you, political parties of the United 
States of America. I love having an abundance 
of choices. I truly wanted to have a wide 
variety of options to choose from for the 2020 
presidential election. With this being the first 
presidential election I will have the opportunity 
to participate in, I am ready for the challenge 
of learning the life stories of each and every 
candidate: their beliefs, their lies, their partial 
truths, their whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth so help them… wait, do politicians do 
that? 
Although I can’t decide which breakfast 
cereal I would like in the morning -- Captain 
Crunch or Frosted Flakes or maybe oatmeal-- 
I’m sure I won’t have issues with picking one 
of the twenty plus candidates to support for the 
presidency this year… oh wait, we’re down 
to eleven democratic candidates now so that 
makes it fifteen candidates total… Muuuuuuuch 
better. 
SIOUX CENTER















for the loss of a role model, but she pressed on 
because Bryant would do the same.
“He always preached the Mamba Mentality,” 
Hurst said. “I just try to play more basketball 
because I don’t know when my last time is.” 
When an individual of cultural significance 
passes away, especially at a young age, a 
procession of lamenters seems to emerge from 
the woodwork and grieve for the loss. Some 
criticize this pattern as overblown or fake. Yet 
Bailey feels otherwise. 
“It’s okay to grieve lives we feel deeply 
connected to,” Bailey said. “[It] underestimates 
the power pop culture icons have on people and 
giving people heroes.”
Hurst, Van Haaften, and Bailey never met 
Kobe but found inspiration and oneness through 
their roles as basketball players, coaches, fans, 
and fathers.
In getting up at the crack of dawn to practice 
free throws or watching film into the late hours 
of the night, or driving sons and daughters to 
sporting events, they felt they knew him. We all 
did.
“We sort of grew up together in some sense,” 
Bailey said. “I just feel some sort of solidarity 
with him as a parent.”
After retirement, Bryant channeled all the 
energy he put into his career into the lives of 
his daughters. When his helicopter crashed on 
the way to his daughter, Gianna’s, basketball 
game, he died doing the thing he loved most: 
being a dad. 
“A lot of times fathers have a hard time 
relating to their daughters after they reach a 
certain age,” Bailey said. “I was really cool to 
see how invested he was in his kids’ lives.” 
The image of Bryant alongside Gianna carried 
weight. While young men looked up to Zaire 
Wade or Bronny James, the sons of Dwayne 
Wade and Lebron James, Hurst had Gianna. 
Countless other aspiring female basketball 
players did too.
“He was so proud to be a girl dad, and he 
just showed that girls can play basketball too,” 
Hurst said. 
With the sadness of Bryant’s death still 
lingering overhead, Hurst prepared for her 
game against Dakota Wesleyan that night.
 She wrote “8,” “24,” and the words “rest in 
peace Kobe” on the sides of her shoes. It would 
have been easy to sit out the game and mourn 
Kobe cont. 
some characters are a bit underdeveloped, and a 
few scenes are just so weird that they are hard to 
get past. For example, there are several scenes 
when Dolittle is teaching Tommy to speak 
animal languages that were somewhat funny at 
first but became stranger as the movie went on. 
Another scene that was more than a bit over-
the-top was the scene where Dolittle removes 
a set of bagpipes from a dragon’s rectum. Yes, 
that is an actual scene in this movie. Yes, it was 
just as uncomfortable as it sounds. 
Besides these quirks, however, Dolittle is 
a very endearing movie that is wonderful 
for kids and adults (at least, ones who aren’t 
picky with their movies) alike. Dolittle learns 
throughout the course of the film to process his 
grief for his wife and eventually helps another 
character through the same process. The gorilla 
that Dolittle cares for learns to overcome fear 
in a realistic way: protecting his friends and 
receiving gentle but firm encouragement along 
the way. Tommy learns to embrace his gentle, 
empathetic side despite his father’s attempts to 
get him to “man up.” Overall, what this movie 
lacks in story and class was made up for in 
character and moral. 
Being a largely CGI movie, I doubted how 
well the talking animals would look on screen, 
particularly after the flop of the “live action” 
The Lion King. Dolittle’s CGI wasn’t perfect, 
but the acting done opposite of the CGI animals 
was done well enough that it was easy for the 
audience to forget that they were animated. The 
scenes and backdrops built using greenscreens 
were absolutely beautiful and added a wonderful 
whimsey to the movie that perfectly matched 
the theme and score.
While Dolittle wobbles dangerously close to 
being too quirky and lacks a solid storyline, the 
wonder, theme, and characters of this movie 
were delightful and wholesome. Overall, 
Dolittle is certainly not a great movie, but it is 
a good one. It meets the purpose for which it 
was created: to be a kids’ movie that encourages 
imagination and facing the emotions that we try 
to repress.
Gretchen Lee — Staff Writer
I had the lowest of expectations going into 
my viewing of Doolittle; a movie about talking 
CGI creatures and Robert Downey Jr. making 
weird animal noises didn’t seem to offer a lot 
of promise. However, while this movie had 
some of the weirdest scenes I have ever seen in 
a movie, Downy and the rest of the supporting 
cast managed to make them feel much more 
natural than what should have been possible, 
producing a movie that is delightfully quirky, 
entertaining, and heartfelt.
After the death of his beloved wife in a tragic 
shipwreck, Dr. John Dolittle closes the doors of 
his animal sanctuary and secludes himself away 
from the rest of humanity. Many years later, a 
young boy and girl find Dolittle’s estate. The 
girl, Lady Rose, has come to bring Dolittle to 
London in the hopes of saving the dying Queen 
Victoria and the boy, Tommy Stubbins, seeks 
help in healing a squirrel he accidentally shot. 
After a significant amount of convincing, the 
squirrel is healed and Dolittle hurries to London. 
After evaluating the queen, he realizes that she 
has been poisoned and that the only antidote 
is a fruit from the island Mrs. Dolittle was 
seeking when her ship sank. Tommy, Dolittle, 
and a group of charismatic animals sail away in 
search answers.
This movie has both its flaws and its merits. The 
storyline doesn’t contain significant substance, 
Dolittle delivers a pleasant 
surprise
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to be fluent and efficient.
 “Time is of the essence, so I have to learn to 
word what I’m saying articulately enough that 
the camera men understand in a short amount of 
time,” Runia said.
The director makes the call for every time the 
broadcast switches camera angles, a commercial 
is played, or a graphic is added or removed. 
They also coach, encourage and critique the 
people manning the cameras throughout the 
event.
“You have to understand how to understand 
each other, encourage each other and articulate 
to each other,” Runia said. “I know we won’t 
judge each other or knock each other down for 
making a bad call.”
Runia said directors must know the most 
important aspect of the event during each 
moment and which camera angles will most 
vividly show the emotions of the players, 
coaches, and fans. He wants the viewers to feel 
as if they are part of the action.
“It’s about storytelling,” Lodewyk said. “We 
are just storytelling live.”
Runia finds creative ways to keep his attention 
on the job.
 “I find I am more focused when I have a 
spinner in hand,” Runia said, as he pulled one 
from his pocket.
Carolyn Rayhons, a sophomore choral music 
education major with a digital media production 
minor, said working in the media truck depends 
on teamwork. She appreciates the love and 
kindness from everyone and is not afraid to 
learn new things.
Lodewyk is happy to have 14 students 
involved in this student-directed program, but 
he would love to see more join the team.
“There are a ton of skills that you learn that 
don’t directly impact your major,” Rayhons 




 Track Meet @ Vermillion, SD. All Day
Sat, Feb 8
 Track Meet @ Vermillion, SD. All Day
 Varsity Dance GPAC Championship
  @ Crete, NE. All Day. 
 Women’s Varsity Basketball v. Concordia
  2:00pm @ Dordt
 Men’s Varsity Hocket v. Creighton
  2:00pm @ Omaha, NE
 Men’s Varsity Basketball v. Concordia
  4:00pm @ Dordt
Mon, Feb. 10
 Men’s JV Basketball v. Dakota Wesleyan  
  7:00pm @ Dordt
 Men’s JV Basketball v. Dakota Wesleyan
  7:00pm @ Mitchell, SD 
Wed, Feb 12
 Women’s Varsity Basketball v. Briar Cliff  
  6:00pm @ Dordt
 Men’s Varsity Volleyball v. Morningside  
  7:00pm @ Dordt
 Men’s Varisty Basketball v. Briar Cliff  
  8:00pm @ Dordt
